
First Sunday of Advent 
November 27, 2022 
 
Reading 1 
Is 2:1-5 

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come, 
the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest mountain and raised above 
the hills. All nations shall stream toward it; many peoples shall come and say: "Come, let us climb 
the LORD's mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we 
may walk in his paths." For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples. They shall beat 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 
one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again. O house of 
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 
Reading 2 
Rom 13:11-14 

 
Gospel 
Mt 24:37-44 

 

HOMILY: 

 

How does streaming video work? Digital videos, large filed of data, are produced and provided at some 

source like Netflix and then are broken up into data packets that are delivered over an internet connection 

to some device, where the packets are temporarily stored and decoded as video and audio and, once 

displayed, are not saved.  It is for this reason that it is called “streaming.” Unlike “downloading video,” 

which is more like a reservoir of data that can be played in its entirety, “streaming” is more like a stream 

or river of water, which flows over the device and then is gone.  But we know that sometimes the 

streaming fails. I was trying to watch a bit of the Iowa State basketball game yesterday when, tragically, 

the hated “spinning circle” interrupted the viewing, the dreaded “buffering” that is caused when there is 

an interruption of the delivery of these data packets, either by a clogged internet (“broadband”), a slow 

delivery rate, or a device that cannot handle the amount of data packets coming all at once.  I think it was 

my older TV that was the culprit!  Or else, we lose the signal, as during a storm. 

 

Fascinating Father, but, in this setting, who really cares? We all ought to care, for “streaming” is the very 

heart of our life and relationship with our God! Not that stuff coming over the internet, but instead that 

life streaming from Life Itself, our God, to us, his beloved creations and vessels of God’s life itself. This 

Advent, we’ll be considering this kind of streaming, a consideration that begins today and this season of 

Advent with these words from the prophet Isaiah: “In days to come, the mountain of the LORD's house 

shall be established as the highest mountain and raised above the hills. All nations shall stream toward it; 

many peoples shall come and say: ‘Come, let us climb the LORD's mountain, to the house of the God of 

Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his paths.’ For from Zion shall go forth 

instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and impose 

terms on many peoples. . . . O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/2?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/122?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Romans/13?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/24?37


 

The reference to “streaming” was embedded in the midst of that passage, with these words: “All nations 

shall stream toward [the mountain of the Lord’s house.” This speaks of only the smallest part of this 

streaming process, which brings the life and love of God into each of our lives.  The nations “stream” 

towards God reflects the inherent desire in each human heart, seeking the God who created us and gave us 

life.  As we search across creation, looking for something to satisfy us, we are actually looking for the 

God who planted that desire in our hearts.  Though any image can not begin to encompass the infinite 

God, Jesus the great parable teller shows us that images can open up and give a sense of how God acts in 

the world, His Kingdom. So. . .to expand the image of streaming a bit more… 

 

The Creator and Redeemer Jesus has sent from His heart all of creation and, once it needed repair, his 

healing, redeeming Spirit.  Like the Internet, the volume of life that is streamed into the world is be its 

very nature beyond our capacity to receive it—for God is infinite and we are not.  Yet, when the Life of 

God comes packaged under the humanity of Jesus, His spirit provides a steady stream of life and grace for 

each moment of life…one moment at a time. It is for this reason that Jesus asked us to pray this way: 

“Give Us This Day our daily Bread.” Our God provides a daily streaming of daily bread, moment by 

moment, that gives life and maintains life. 

 

And yet—we are not always able to receive his Life? Why?  

• First, our capacity is limited—clogged by sin and our fascination with things of creation instead of 

the Creator.  So, as the great St. Mother Teresa said, “Prayer enlarges the heart until it is capable 

of containing God’s gift of Himself. Ask and seek and your heart will grow big enough to receive 

him and to keep him as your own.” 

• Second, we are not connected to the stream.  If we are not praying, both here together or 

indivually in our daily prayers, it ought not surprise us that we cannot receive the stream of God’s 

life that is his Life.  

 

The failure to receive the stream is definitely not due to a God who does not transmit his life to us.  

Instead the obstacle is always on our end.  We’ll spend the rest of the season of Advent considering what 

we can do to open ourselves up to receive the stream of God’s love, that reaches its height in the Child of 

Bethlehem, who goes to the cross and the rises again that life might stream into all of creation. 

 

But… just one more thing.  What is the stream of God’s life like? Notice how the prophet ends his image 

of the nations streaming out to God.  He says, “O house of Jacob, come let us walk in the LIGHT of the 

Lord.  God streams light into our lives—light that dispels the confusion of darkness, light that gives life as 

the Sun does to the earth, light that gives warmth and comfort to our souls.  Just as there is no life in the 

world without the sun’s light, there is no Life in our souls without the Son’s light. 

 

Jesus concludes his message of vigilance to his disciples in today’s gospel with these words: “Therefore, 

stay awake!” Metaphorically, he is asking us to remain awake by remaining vigilant in prayer. If we do, 

He promises, he will stream his life to our waiting hearts, day by day, preserving in in life and giving us 

what we need for life in its fullness. Our coming to him is nothing more than turning prayerfully towards 

God and discovering the mercies without end of a God who, in Christ, is perpetually and abundantly 

streaming towards us—always, above all at this altar, the end of his streaming love. 


